
 

Paper and board sizes and categorisation 
 

Graphic Products are made from paper and boards, mainly card. There is a huge variety of 
different types of boards and paper available for use if you shop around. In school the 
choice is quite limited and you may need to visit specialist suppliers to get the correct 
material you want. 

 
Paper and boards are available in a variety of sizes, colours, weights and finishes. The most 
common sizes are in the metric system and are called ISO sizes: A0, A1, A2, A3, A4, A5 and 
so on. The metric sizes derive from A0 being a square metre in area with each size in turn 
being half the area of the one before.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Metric Paper Sizes 
 

Boards are available in lots of different sizes and can be quite confusing but generally the 
same sizes apply. The thickness of the board is important and this is measured in 
MICRONS. This varies depending upon the type of board being used. It is important to 
remember that both paper and boards are available in different colours and textures too. 

 
The most common paper used in schools is bond or a thinner type of paper called bank 
paper. The WEIGHT of the paper is important and is a measure of the paper’s thickness and 
is generally referred to as the number of grams per square metre or gsm for short. For 
example a photocopier uses paper 80gsm and a high quality printout from a printer might 
be 120gsm.  



 

The most common types of paper used in schools are sold in pads in 
all ISO sizes or in REAMS. A ream is a pack of individual sheets of 
paper or card. The main types include:  

 
Tracing paper   
Layout paper   
Marker paper   
Copier paper   
Cartridge paper   
Watercolour paper   
Acrylic paper   
Recycled paper   
Mounting card   
Mounting board   
Foam board   
Folding boxboard   
Corrugated board 

 
 
LAMINATES 
Many boards are built up in layers, some give added strength and others have a layer to 
give a surface effect or to add a property to the board. For example a layer of aluminium 
foil can be added to make sure a package is water tight and keep the contents fresh. The 
tetra pack is a good example of this allowing juices and liquids to stay fresh and prevent 
the cardboard container from leaking. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foam Board  
A layer of foam can be covered with card to make foam 
board which is used for modelling and mounting work. The 
foam makes the board thick but with the layers of card it is 
very strong too. 



 

Laminating  
 

Paper can also be laminated to improve its finish, appearance 
and strength. Laminating is done using a machine to heat up 
a plastic pouch that has a layer of adhesive inside.  
This is passed through a machine that heats up the plastic  
pouch and then melts the glue which sticks  
to the paper or card. This adds strength but also  
makes the material waterproof, allowing it to be  
wiped. The laminate pouches come in varying thicknesses  
called microns too. They are also available in matt (dull) or  
gloss (shiny) finishes and also self adhesive.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A good example of this is business cards or restaurant menus that are laminated so that 
they are easy to keep clean. 

 
SURFACE FINISHES  
Papers such as cartridge paper can be rough surfaced from being allowed to dry naturally 
when first laid down in pulp form. It can also be polished by passing it though spinning 
rollers or given a shiny top laminate. 

 
Some surface treatments can give a raised effect to logos or pictures printed onto card.  
 
This is called embossing. Some glossy brochures are given a shiny finish to make them 
look and feel stronger and more attractive and better quality. This is called  
varnishing. 
 
 Wobblers are used to draw attention to shelving or 
products on sale. They are made from thin plastic 
and are attached to a product with a sign attached to 
the other end. 


